
PASTOR’S  REPORT 
Graham Hoare 
 

 

Although I have only been the Interim Pastor for such a short time I have been 
greatly encouraged and thankful to God for every expression of His love and grace towards 
us.  
However, in real terms, Robyn and I have been at BBC for almost two years and throughout 
that time we have experienced the warmth of your love and fellowship, and have been 
inspired by your service and commitment to the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Blackheath Baptist is a wonderful worshipping Christian community; enthusiastic, 
energetic and committed, welcoming and accepting and full of faith; and my dear brothers 
and sisters, resilient faith, and a deep seated trust in God, will be needed by each of us for 
whatever may lay ahead in 2015. 

 
These past three years at BBC have been ones of sadness and change. You said 

farewell to Bob and Anne who you deeply loved. For many years and in love for you, they 
unselfishly gave the very best of themselves so that in all ways you would grow up into 
Christ. You were naturally saddened when they left, but you remained faithful and unified in 
your belief that God had good plans and would provide someone else to Pastor and to lead 
this church. 
 

In time God raised up Brad and Naomi who brought vision, enthusiasm, passion and 
a heart for the lost in our community. However, just when they were hitting their stride and 
so many encouraging things were happening, for reasons deeper that any of us will ever 
fully know their ministry came to an abrupt halt. Naturally you were confused and saddened 
but you remained faithful and were unified in your belief that “God (who) causes everything 
to work together for the good of those who love Him and are called according to his purpose 
for them.” (Romans 8:28) would indeed work all things together and in so doing bring about 
His very best for all concerned. 
 

Church let me encourage you to hold steadfastly onto God and onto that word and 
to trust Him to lead us through whatever lies ahead. We are in a season of change and 
transition.  
There are some big challenges ahead of us but it’s all good, there is nothing to be fearful of 
or anxious about. God’s word for us in this season is, “I know what I’m doing. I have it all 
planned out—plans to take care of you, not abandon you, plans to give you the future you 
hope for.” Jeremiah 29:11 TMSG 
 
Youth Ministry: 
 By God’s grace our Youth Ministry continues to grow and young people are being 
discipled and are enthusiastically growing in their relationship with Jesus. I want to 
acknowledge the leaders for their love of the young people and their faithful service and 
committment – thank you each and every one of you.  
In particular I want to acknowledge Bennett our Youth Pastor. Bennett is a wonderfully 
gifted Holy Spirit filled man who gives himself wholeheartedly to developing the youth 



leaders and seeing young people discipled and nurtured in the Lord.  I know he is already 
planning for 2015 and I want to ask that you would pray that God will direct him with all of 
that and will prosper the plans he is making. 
 

 

Two things as I close my report. 
First, thank you to everyone who submitted a report this year. Thank you to each of 

the ministry leaders/coordinators and their teams, you have brought a great deal of 
encouragement and blessing to us all. And thank you to Mary for compiling and printing 
these reports for us. 

Secondly, with thankfulness to God I wish to commend the church Elders to you. This 
has been a very demanding and exhausting year for them and it’s been a blessing and 
encouragement for me to serve alongside of such gifted, faithful, humble, prayerful servants 
of God.  
Although the Elders work very much as a team I especially wish to thank Steve who as 
“Chairperson” of the Elders kept us focused on the Lord and kept us on track.  
 

I can confidently vouch for them that in humble submission to the “Chief Shepherd” 
they have endeavored to care for and watch over you all and to lead the church in God’s 
will.  
We have made mistakes and for that I ask your forgiveness and understanding but in the 
same breath ask that you would keep us continually before the Lord in your prayers that we 
may know God’s will for BBC and courageously lead the way ahead.   
 I am confident that with God’s help and with such a Spirit filled, strong, cohesive, faith-full 
team of Elders we can meet head on whatever comes our way.  
 
In Christ’s love 
Graham  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ELDERS  REPORT 
Steve  Hodge (on behalf of Elders) 
 
Again it’s been a privilege to be a part of the Elders team; Tony, Leonie, Michael and Pastor 
Graham together continue to make a formidable team. In fact I would have to say it is one 
of the most cohesive teams I have ever worked in. The Elders have continued to have a busy 
time since our last report.  We continue to meet on a fortnightly basis on alternative 
Monday nights and most recently most Monday nights. Some of the many things we have 
discussed over the last 12 months: 
 

 New Elders, Michael Mallin was appointed as intern Elders in 2013.  Michael has and 
continues to be real asset within our team. Often showing wisdom well beyond his 
years. It is with a real conviction that we recommend Michael Mallin as an Elder.  
Equally so we have come to know and respect Shane & Jennifer Corney and his 
family to BBC.  Shane & Jennifer continue to be heavily involved in our youth work 
and evening services again it is with real conviction that we recommend Shane 
Corney as an Elder for BBC. 

 Blackheath Day in May –A great day for all thanks to the Corney’s and all those who 
were involved. 

 Prayer meeting has been and will continue be a prayer focus in 2014, with Mary 
coordinating this important aspect of our church life. This is scheduled to continue 
into 2015.  

 We continued to review roles within our church- several job descriptions including, 
Church Management Team, Pastoral Care Team, Office Job Description, Church 
Management Team, Pastoral Care Team & the Church Administrator roles have all 
been reviewed and signed off by the Eldership. 

 Church Camp 2-4 May 2014 Michael Mallin headed this up Thanks Michael for 
coordinating he camp it was a great and challenging weekend.  Murray Shanks our 
speaker challenged us with three great messages. A review has been sent out and 
we would encourage you to have a look at it and share your thoughts and opinions 
of camp.  

 Membership roll has been reviewed. 

 Elder’s Retreat - the elders had a retreat in early March 2014.  The retreat looked 

specifically at our vision for the next 5 years. It was a good time of fellowship and an 

opportunity to look to the future and what God holds for Blackheath Baptist Church 

towards 2020.  

 Database – Maryanne Kunzmann has been a great job doing this role for us.  We now 

have all of our members/people on a data base.  This gives us up-to-date 

information for rosters, mailing emailing emergency contacts etc. 

 Bennett continues to do a great job with our youth and has been inducted as our 

Youth Pastor at BBC. 

 The Lens Bible Course – currently been postponed. 



 Missions – Jen continues to bring to our attention our missions focus.  Jen did a great 

job with our focus on Compassion with over 30 kids being sponsored by our by our 

compassionate church. 

 This was on top of our strong support of Matovu and his needs for sewing machines.  

Again our church was very generous in our support to Matovu’s ministry 

 Morling College team in May, it was a great week of encouragement 

 The Elders are continuing to developing an overview of Interns in Ministry Looking at 

gifting, expectations, position description, why are we interning, development, 

financial contribution guidelines, and supervisors This is to help develop a culture of 

ministry in our church 

 Birthing New Ministries- The Elders have researched discussed and implemented a 

Birthing New Ministries document.  Basically if anyone wants to commence a 

ministry at BBC we have a clear concise procedure that encourages the potential 

ministry leader to look at before commencing a ministry. 

 Carols - Tony Gardner continues to lead a great team for our major outreach within 

our community.  It is a great community event that BBC has been involved for over 

25years. 

 Brad & Nome’s update-  

The Elders are committed to look at the flowing projects for 2015: 

 To continue further outreach to our community 

 20/20 vision 

 Elders retreat 

 New Elders  

 Brad & Nome’s 
 

There are many people to thank for their tireless work for the Kingdom work at BBC, if we 
were to mention everyone by name we would be naming just about each and every person 
that’s involved with BBC.  Sometimes some of our minor ministries get left out of our lists of 
thanks you.  We would like to thank those people who work so tirelessly with our morning 
teas each week, for our gifted caterer who is always willing and able to feed us, often to 
help expand our waist lines, for those who mow our lawns and keep our gardens looking 
great, to the ladies who place flowers in our church weekly, those people who silently 
supply and cleanup our communion twice monthly, for the people who supply food for our 
casserole pool, those who look after our rosters, Crèche, Playtime, youth group, kids church. 
I’m going to miss someone so I had better stop.  
 
Thankyou: 
The Elders would like to thank you the church for your support and prayers as we continue 
to seek God’s guidance and leadership for BBC in 2015.  We as a church are very blessed to 
have talented people doing various roles within our church.  Thank you to all of you who 
serve our God at BBC, without you our ministries would look very sparse.  BBC is truly 
blessed to have a team of people that work so well together. Please continue to pray for us 
as we continue to seek Christ, Compassion for our Community for 2015.  



ADMINISTRATOR’S  REPORT 
Greg Mallin 
 
We celebrate another year of seeing God's blessings upon our church. 
The Church Management Team has again been faithful in maintaining the church properties 
and attending to the administrative functions of the church. The Management Team 
consists of Ian Gilchrist (Treasurer), Danny Dixon, Jackie Keeling, James Barnes Jnr, and Greg 
Mallin (Administrator), supported by Mary Robertson in the Church Office three days per 
week. 
 
Particular note should be paid to Danny's faithful contribution to the Management Team 
over many years (approx. 20years). Danny will be stepping down from the Management 
Team at the end of the year, and will be greatly missed. 
 
The Management Team has also been strongly supported by both Pastor Brad, and more 
recently Pastor Graham. 
 
There has been limited major maintenance or expenditure around the church this year. 
There had been the ongoing development of the church database, which is assisting the 
pastoral ministry as well as ensuring church records are adequately maintained.  Some areas 
of this record keeping meet various statutory requirements, eg working with children 
records.   Other areas such as various rosters are being effectively maintained.  Mary Anne 
Kunzmann has put many hours into the database that is greatly appreciated. 
 
A significant area of change has also occurred in the church's banking arrangement.  We 
have recently changed our banking arrangements to Baptist Financial Services. BFS are able 
to provide our banking needs at zero cost, whilst at the same time we are supporting a 
denominational organisation. BFS provides good electronic banking, enabling the efficient 
payment of accounts etc. It is also extremely efficient in the electronic receipt of Tithes and 
Offerings.  Church members are encouraged to give regularly using the BFS facility "iGive".  
iGive provides a mechanism whereby members etc can provide a systematic giving in a 
completely anonymous manner. The church does not see individual transfer, just a weekly 
deposit marked iGive. Between iGive, and other electronic transfers, approximately 75% of 
the church's income is received either by iGive or other electronic transfer.  We greatly 
appreciate the regular giving of our church folk, and using either iGive or direct transfer 
assists greatly in being good stewards in the day to day financial matters. 
 
Our church finances are in a healthy state and I refer you to the Treasurers annual report. 
Whilst the weekly offerings have been slightly below budget, we continue to give thanks for 
the faithful giving of our church folk.  The generosity of church folk is evident as aside from 
regular offerings, there have been a number of specific gift projects to which church folk 
have very generously responded.  We are continuing to receive a Kingdom Grant from 
Caringbah Baptist Church to offset the cost of Bennett our Youth Pastor. This will cease in 
the coming year and the church will need to pick up this shortfall.  You will see that this has 
been included in the budget. 



 
The premises at 8 Bundarra has continued to be made available to the Blackheath Area 
Men’s Shed. They remain very appreciative of the church's support for this community 
activity. They have recently forwarded a cheque for $500 being a contribution towards rates 
etc.  
 
In recent months, Annie and Steve Demmocks have been assisting with the church website, 
particularly in uploading the weekly sermons. This is a great ministry and we have heard 
many stories of people being blessed by being able to listen to the various messages.  
Unfortunately as Steven and Annie are about to move for work, we will require further 
assistance. If you would like to assist in this are please see Greg urgently. 
 
It is always hazardous to single out any one person for special mention, because as a church 
we have all shouldered our responsibilities and contributed to the family life.  Nevertheless, 
there are still many areas of opportunity to serve our church and the family.  We are in need 
of enthusiastic people to contribute to Door Welcoming, Flower, Crèche, Communion 
Preparation and other regular rosters.  Please consider if these are areas you can assist in. 
 
As we look back over the past year, we should not lose focus on the year ahead of us. 
Thank you for the opportunity to serve the church in the capacity as Administrator. 
 
 

 

TREASURER’S  REPORT 
Ian Gilchrist 
 

Through the current year our finances have maintained a healthy position although we are 
below our annual budget figure. Due to our year being unsettled, some of our estimated 
budget costs, have not eventuated, so the current finances are healthy. 
We passed a budget for the year 2014 of $3,750. To date our offerings have fluctuated over 
the year, but overall the average is now $3,494:- 
 August weekly average - $3,150 
 September weekly average - $3,797 
 October weekly average - $3,534 
The current balance of our operating account is now $23,000. 
More than half our giving is now being received via ‘I Give’ which is directly through our 
bankers, BFS ( Baptist Financial Services ) or ‘Netbank’ directly into our account. 
As well, we hold a Special Purpose account which currently has a balance of $8,500. This 
money is mainly used for community events and outreach.    
Over the years we have built up savings which are invested in the Baptist Finances Services 
Term investments totalling $47,000.currently paying 3.6%. 
The balance of our Baptist Property Trust loan at the end of September is a debit of 
$98,000. Currently we are paying an interest rate of 4.0%pa on this loan. 
We thank the Church for your continuing financial support and look to the Lord expectantly 
for his faithful leading in the year ahead. 
 

 



IMPACT  YOUTH 
Bennett  Brown 
 
It has been a massive year for the IMPACT Youth 
Community. God has been so faithful and so good to 
us in so many different ways. It has been a joy to 
lead this amazing team and I look forward to the 
many years ahead.  
 
We began our year at Lake Macquarie for our 
leader’s retreat and spent time brainstorming but 
also looking at what it means to function as a family, 
as disciples of Jesus Christ and how to live 
missionally. It was a great time exploring these themes and connecting as a team. The 
leaders have really risen to the challenge of discipleship and are not just sacrificing their 
Friday nights for the kingdom of God but their whole lives. This has been extraordinary to 
watch.  
 
One big move we made this year was taking our program from Sunday afternoons in the 
Church hall to Friday nights at Mountain’s Christian College. We have been extremely 
blessed by the Christian School and they have been very patient while we made the 
transition and deserve much praise for their heart for the local church and community. We 
now call this ministry “IMPACT Fridays” as we see it as only one aspect of the multi armed 
youth ministry here at Blackheath Baptist Church. We see IMPACT Fridays as an opportunity 
to connect with young people, give them an opportunity to meet Jesus and be built up in 
their faith. It is also a great time of training for our leaders and giving them opportunities to 
grow in their giftedness and faith.  
 
Another big thing that happened this year was our annual youth camp. The theme this year 
was “God is enough” in which we explored the passage 2 Corinthians 12:9 which says, “My 
grace is sufficient (enough) for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” We 
purposefully wanted the camp to be more reflective and creative to allow the youth to 
really experience Jesus in their own way. They had opportunities to share what God was 
saying to them and even spent half an hour each day in quietness. Several youth made 
commitments to follow Jesus and I thank God for what he did in the hearts of everybody 
over those few days. We were also blessed by having my good friend Jessie Skelly from 
Northside Community Church come and share over the weekend and help facilitate what 
God was doing. Of course we still had epic games prepared by the leaders and beautiful 
food created by James Barnes.  
 
We also hosted a Youth MERGE in June, which was a massive event. MERGE is a combined 
youth rally that involves several different youth groups from Galston to Bathurst. We had 
bubble soccer, gladiator wars, hot food, fire pits, basketball a live band and Australia’s got 
talent star, Tommy Franklin dance the night away. There were over 100 young people that 
attended and the leaders worked extremely hard to make the night run smoothly. Many of 



them backed up this massive night with serving alongside the Red Frogs team during the 
Winter Magic Festival the next day. 
 
Finally, in term 4 we hosted a fundraiser 
to raise money for Abbey and her battle 
with cancer. This event was called 
‘Action for Abbey’ and was the vision of 
several of our youth. There was live 
music, raffles, silent auctions, great 
food and an amazing atmosphere that 
facilitated a great night of community 
and support for Abbey. There were 
many people from the community there 
and we had an immense amount of 
support from local businesses. Many 
youth, youth leaders, parents and 
friends helped out on the night and the 
Corney’s did a great job in hosting it at 
their house for us and are a huge 
blessing to the team. We raised over 
$7000 for Abbey and her family and we 
thank the Church for their support and blessing for allowing us to run this event on such 
short notice.  
 
We have journeyed through the book of John this year and have had great times on a Friday 
night. Although this report shines on the many great things that have been happening this 
year, I acknowledge that at times this year has been extremely hard for people and the most 
important part of this ministry is the week-in, week-out, consistent support for one another 
that I see throughout the year. 
 
I have tried not to use too many names in this report as all the leaders have put in an 
immense amount of effort and sacrifice to make this youth ministry what it is. They sacrifice 
their time, money, sleep, energy and even their own health at times. I’m so proud of the 
team and what they have achieved not just in the ministry but also in their own personal 
lives. I also want to thank the youth. Their passion, enthusiasm, generosity and willingness 
to serve inspire me to continue to do what I do. Many of them have grown spiritually and 
show much maturity beyond their age. I am blessed to serve these amazing guys and girls.  
 
In part of our vision we are striving to be, “A loving community IMPACTED by the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, living as missional disciples who are empowered and equipped to follow the call 
of God on their lives.” We need your prayers to help achieve this and your constant support. 
Thank you. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CATALYST 
Jenny  Bawden 
 
Thank you to everyone at BBC who has supported action on social justice issues this year. 
Activities for the year have included the following: 

 “Change for change” fundraising: $1030 was raised for Destiny Rescue, an organization 
that rescues children and young people from the sex industry. These funds were 
eventually donated to a project setting up the kitchen in the Destiny Rescue Prevention 
Home in Chiang Rai, Thailand. 

 In Term 2, Home Groups had a focus on Prayer about Poverty. Information and prayer 
points were sourced from Micah Challenge and Baptist World Aid (and also included 
prayer for missionary families that we support in Thailand). 

 Two of our group met with our local Federal MP, Louise Markus, and raised key Catalyst 
campaign issues of foreign aid, tax avoidance by multinational companies which robs 
developing nations of revenue that is rightly theirs and the need for action to stop slave-
made goods entering Australia. 

 The Catalyst Coordinator attended the Catalyst launch in March at Morling College and 
Voices for Justice, the national gathering and MP lobbying activity of Micah Challenge in 
Canberra in June. 

 Relevant issues were presented at church services and people encouraged to take 
action, eg. Encouraging people to send a “selfie” as part of the Shine The Light (Tax 
avoidance) campaign. 

 The Catalyst Coordinator has also attended two meetings of the newly formed group 
Hope for Creation Blue Mountains, a group of Christians mainly from the lower Blue 
Mountains who are concerned about climate change and its impact on the world’s poor 
(Hope for Creation is a key campaign of Micah Challenge Australia). 

On 1 November, we had a stall at the Blackheath 62nd Rhododendron Festival. We had 
information about human trafficking, postcards to sign protesting use of child slave labour in 
chocolate production and sold jewellery made by rescued girls from Destiny Rescue in 
Thailand and Cambodia. Attendance numbers at the Festival seemed reduced from previous 
years and there was limited interest in the stall, but it was good to have a presence there. 
We also sold the jewellery at the Church on the following day after the morning and evening 
service. Altogether, we were able to give about $767  to Destiny Rescue from this activity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DATA  PROJECTION 
Rosemary Barnes 
 
The data projection, all has gone well this year, only a few human hiccups. The computer 
and program are running smoothly.  
There are a couple things that would be an improvement.  

1.  Over this year we 
have had a least 2 visitors 
in wheel chairs, who are 
locals. They have been 
sitting in the back row, as 
this is the easiest access, 
however, when the 
congregation stands up for worship, they can’t see any 
of the words to the songs.  
We now have the ability to send the words to an iPad, 
although it does need to have the app. At a cost of 

$12.99. 
 
However, this would mean we need an iPad 
available.  
So I’m wondering if anyone would be willing 
to donate an iPad to then make them feel 
more a part of communal worship? 
 

2.  I need more help, I have had roster 
changes at my employment and I now work 
Sunday’s – I was able to talk with my boss and 
start at 12 noon, but this means leaving at 
11:30 – which depending on Sunday drivers, 
gets me to work just in time. It would be lovely 
if I could get a someone else to do it, and I 
could sit in the service and just leave when I 

needed to, over waiting until last song has finished and when the service runs late. It is also 
an opportunity for people to serve in a ministry that is an important part of the Sunday 
service. I’m not only looking for morning service volunteers, but the evening service also. All 
training will be given and I will be there for 90% of the services if needed. 
 
I would like to thank all who have helped, some being thrown in at the last minute. And a 
special Thank you to Matthew Bingham who has run the program at least once a month, 
giving me a break. 



EMERGENCY  TRANSPORT 
Joanne Elliott 
 

 
I have been carrying out this ministry for quite a number 
of years.  I enjoy it. 
 
We do need more people to help with church transport 
for medical appointments, because I do not have many 
people on the roster. 
 
If you were available one or two days a week, that would 
be a help. 

 
 
 
 
HOME  GROUPS 
Leonie Dixon 
 
Home Groups are a vital part of our church, where we can grow in our understanding of 
God’s word, develop our gifts as well as support and encourage one another.  
 
We would like to thank our leaders: John & Jenny Bawden; James & Rosemary Barnes; Steve 
& Erika Hodge and their Co-leader Katie Barnes; Daylle Mallin; Mary Anne Kunzmann; Leonie 
Dixon; Lillian Warren; and Ros Wells with KYB. We also have our Impact Youth Group leaders 
led by Bennett Brown, who meet weekly for planning and fellowship. So including all groups 
we have 10 Home Groups with 95 participants. Our Home Group leaders put in a lot of time 
and effort and we appreciate their dedication in leading and nurturing their groups. 
 
Home Groups are doing a study this term prepared by Pastor Graham Hoare on Discipleship 
Challenging Lifestyles based on The Sermon on the Mount. This included Sunday messages 
and a booklet for study at Home Group. It’s been a great series and we appreciate Graham 
sharing his wisdom and experience through this study and through more to come. 
 
Our vision is to see everyone in a Home Group, so if you’re not connected and would like to 
be, please talk to Leonie Dixon. 
 
 



LADIES  REPORT              
Kerryn Hawkins 
 
 
We started our year with a Coffee Night and launching of the Forget Me Not program. The coffee 
night was a casual affair where the theme of community was introduced for the year. What a 
blessing it is see ladies (all people really) do life together. I wanted this year to be about encouraging 
community within our church, to be able to show Jesus while building each other up.  
 
Forget Me Not is a secret friend/Blessing program that runs for a year and those who signed up take 
time throughout that year to secretly bless and get to know someone else, some of the ways this can 

happen, is being deliberate in having chats with them, 
sending cards or getting others to hand on a gift or blessing. 
I launched the Forget Me Not program that will run from 
April 2014 until April 2015, where those involved will come 
together for a reveal night where we will share with each 
other who was looking out for who. I was excited to see 33 
women step up and become a part of the program. It has 
been exciting to see gifts and encouragements exchanged 
and people getting into the spirit of encouraging and building 
up others all whilst trying to keep their own identity secret 
even getting others involved. 
 
In June we ran a make a Quillow Day and it was lovely to see 
two beautiful quillows made and other ladies dropping in for 
a chat or to work on a craft project of their own.  I must 
thank Daylle Mallin for help with that day. 
 
Our last event for the year will be a Gingerbread house 

making night (this coming Saturday 22nd), at the time of writing this report we have 12 ladies signed 
up to get their decorative juices flowing and share in some pre Christmas cheer as we celebrate the 
end of another year. 
 
Coffee Mornings at Brown's Siding 
 I want to take this opportunity to thank and honour Jill 
Simon for her vision and drive to make these mornings 
happen, it has been lovely to see anything from 4- 16 
ladies gather once a month on a Thursday to fellowship 
while drinking coffee, chatting and laughing. Our last 
gathering for the year is December 11th and we are 
having a bit of Christmas celebration. Jill has gone about 
these mornings with Love, Grace and Purpose making all 
who attend feel important as she encourages all to share 
Christ's love. 
 
I want to thank all those people who have encouraged me 
this year as I have found my feet and I look forward to the 
year ahead. If you would like to be a part of the team or have some possible ideas for events, please 
come and speak to me, I would love to hear them.  Praying for God's wisdom and guidance as we 
move into 2015.   



MISSIONS TEAM 
Jennifer Wynd 

 
 

“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” How, then, can they call on the 
one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not 
heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? And how can anyone 
preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring 
good news!”        - Romans 10:13-15 
 
This year has been a big one for the Missions team. The most noticeable event was the 
Compassion launch. As a church we have now partnered with compassion in supporting 
children from North Thailand collected in a small number of centres. As time continues we 
will be able to visit each centre and learn what we can do as a church to continue to support 
these particular centres through compassion. This launch was accompanied by a wonderful 
Thai lunch and the Sowers group for the evening service which led many to be challenged 
about our views on the difficulty of our life compared to the children that compassion are 
working with. 
 
We have also begun sending cards to each of our missionaries and their family for birthdays 
and will be posting their Christmas cards soon. The hope is that we can keep them foremost 
in our thoughts and prayers in this way and remind both ourselves and them that they are 
not some distant cousins of our church family but our brothers and sisters.  
 
While much of our thoughts this year, in regards to our missions team, are happy and 
positive ones it has been a much harder year for the village that the Small family live in. 
Faced with two deaths of people the smalls have formed close friendships with and some 
large problems in regards to housing for a few others combined with their middle daughter, 
Rachel, trying to complete her last year of high school before moving back to Australia, it 
has been a stressful time. We have been able to bless them in this time through our prayers 
and some finical donations towards renovations of these houses through the (soon-to-be) 
sale of the church cookbooks.  
 
It has been a big year (or 6 months) as myself and the team get a feel for what Gods passion 
is in regards to this ministry and where he wants it to head but what a blessing it is to be 
partnering in the spreading of his gospel throughout the world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MUSIC   
Mark Dennis 

 

2014 has been a positive year for the music team and me. It has been my first ‘go’ at co-
ordinating, and the role has been challenging but ultimately satisfying as I have rostered, 
chosen new songs and co-ordinated practices. I attribute this to God blessing our church 
with the large number of talented and willing musicians that we have… it has made the job 
very easy!  

This was seen in the successful full band practices we in the second half of the year, with 
great turnouts and a fun, participatory atmosphere. In these practices we learned three new 
songs: Praise Him, This I Believe and most recently, In Jesus Name. Praise Him has become a 
favourite, and seems to have the power to ‘loosen up’ a congregation, and In Jesus Name 
has a great bridge that proclaims that Jesus has victory over our enemy.  

Thoughout the year, my main focus has been on rostering; making sure that there is the 
right compliment of musicians for a service, as well as creating some new combinations 
including purely acoustic set ups. It has occasionally been hit and miss, but I feel I am 
learning and I believe that God always makes a service come together in the way that he 
wants, even if it doesn’t meet our initial expectations! I attend a Monday meeting in which I 
can get a feel for how a band went in the Sunday service, and can use this information to 
roster the right people for the right service.  

I will continue to be music co-ordinator for 2015, and depending on my health and ability, 
would like to have more social events for the worship team (perhaps once a term), and 
more regular meetings with worship leaders. Please pray for me, as my capacity to do this is 
greatly affected by my physical health. 

Thanks to all of those on the music team for your commitment and support, we are very 
blessed because of you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PLAYTIME 

Robyn Hoare 
 

I cannot write this report without first thanking all 
the ladies and men who have helped with the 
running of Playtime during 2014. The team of 
volunteers over the year have been Jackie, Nikki, 
Merrie, Wendy Duke, Wendy Knight, Dale Mallin, 
Ann, Ruth and Max, Jenny Corney , Jenny  Wain,  
Janice, Jo, Lois, Adam. 
 
I would like to give my special thanks to Ann who 
fills in at short notice if needed; and to Jo for being 
there every week helping to set up and pack away 
she has been a great help and support. My sincere 
thanks goes to Lois and Adam who were there every week setting up play equipment and 
kitchen every week until Lois’s health made it impossible for them to continue.     
 
The year commenced on the 12th February and will finish with a Christmas Party on 17th 
December.  On our very first day we commenced this year we had 25 mums and 30 children 
and babies, and the numbers have remained at a high level throughout the year. Our 
biggest morning we had 44 children, fortunately it was a sunny day and they were not all in 
the hall at once. 
 
Each week we try to vary the toys, set up and the children spend a time free play, morning 
tea and more playing, and have singing at the end of the morning.  During each term we 
throw in a coloured day where we hope both children and mums will wear the colour of the 
day. 
 
The Wednesday before Easter we had an Easter egg hunt at the end of the morning, I was 
personally surprised that some of the children had never experienced an egg hunt before. 
In June we ran a “BIG MORNING TEA” for cancer  the Church folk were invited to come as 
well, the mums bought a plate of food. $ 235 was raised. We have also had a teddy bears 
picnic, the children were encouraged to bring their favourite toy and we had picnic morning 
tea outside.  End of term 3 we had a sausage/chicken kebab morning.  At the end of each 
term we have the jumping castle out which is a great favourite amongst the children.  
 
The animal farm earlier this month (November) was a great success. There were Mums and 
children everywhere and kids interacting with the animals. There were sheep, pigs, hens, 
chicks,rabbits, and ducklings,even a calf! The morning ended with a short demonstration of 
sheep shearing.   We had 53 children, babies and 38 parents that morning and we give 
thanks to God for a beautiful day. 
 
I am praying that there is someone who feels Gods call to co-ordinate with me next year, it 
has been a great joy and privilege to serve the Lord though Playtime.  
 



PRAYER    

Mary Robertson 
 
This has been my first year in this new role.  In the past, there have been various smaller 
intercessory prayer meetings, but this is the first year we have had regular monthly church 
prayer meetings, which have occurred almost every month on the 2nd Monday night.  On 
the whole, these meetings have been well attended, and all have had a slightly different 
focus as the Holy Spirit has led us.   
 
Prayer is one of our core values, and we believe that a fruitful ministry can only come out of 
a close intimate relationship with our Lord.  The meetings are usually held in the church, but 
in December, we will be having our first prayer walk around the Community Centre to pray 
for the Community Carols.  As a church, we have also focused on prayer for those in poverty 
and for missions.  
 
We have seen some wonderful answers to prayer for healing.  I firmly believe that Jesus’ 
instructions to His disciples to heal the sick and cast out demons while preaching the 
Kingdom, still apply today.  We have a small healing team, and have done a few training 
sessions together.  We have introduced prayer for healing after each Communion Service.  
 
I have been doing an online training course as part of the Christian Healing Certification 
Program run by Global Awakening (Randy Clark’s organisation) in the USA.  This course is 
accredited by the United Theological Seminary in the USA, and hopefully at the end of next 
year, I will receive my practitioner’s certification. 
 
In December, a group of 6-7 of our healing team will attend the “Stopping For the One” 
Conference at Dayspring Church where we will receive more training from Heidi & Roland 
Baker, Will Hart (a colleague of Randy Clark), David Wagner and Stacey Campbell.  We are 
very excited about this unique opportunity, to see what the Lord has in store for us. 
 
At the beginning of September, my son Paul 
spoke at a workshop on Prophecy and how to 
hear God’s voice.  We were privileged to also 
have Joel Wiseman, worship leader of Dayspring 
Church come and lead the worship.  As well as 
locals, we also had some visitors from Sydney 
attending.  Everyone seemed very enthusiastic 
and enjoyed the afternoon of teaching. 
 
PIT CREW (Personal Intercessory Team):   
A small group of ladies has been meeting on a 
Friday morning each fortnight at 11.30am to 
intercede for our church.  If anyone would like to 
join us, you are most welcome. 
 



 
Lillian Warren has continued her prayer ministry with individuals and we have really valued 
her ministry in this way.  I am also thankful for the prayer ministry and support of Leanne 
Stokes and Christa McDonald as well as the many other volunteers on our prayer roster 
each week. 
 
Emergency prayer requests are usually communicated by email or Facebook.   
 
It was also my privilege to lead the prayer times for the Red Frogs Team at the Winter Magic 
Festival.  There was much prayer happening over the Mountains this year by various groups, 
and this all had a noticeable effect on the tone of the Festival this year.  Leaders and police 
remarked that there was a much lower rate in the number of incidents relating to violence 
and alcohol.  Many of the team had opportunities to share their faith in Christ. 
 
Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for 
you in Christ Jesus.  1 Thessalonians 5:16-18  

 
 
KIDS’ CHURCH 
James Barnes Jr 
 
This year at Kids church has been a fun and rewarding one. For the first 2 terms we studied 
characters in the bible including big names like Joseph, David, Peter and Jesus (I always do 
Jesus end of term 1 Easter). Some characters the kids may not have heard of like Joel and 
Esther. The last two terms we have been working from a resource called the Big Book of 
Discipleship Basics which has studies like accepting Jesus, becoming a disciple, depending on 
Jesus, getting into God’s word and living confidently. 
 
We have done things we always do like fun games, cooking and craft, and sharing the load 
of talks between the leaders. We have also tried some new things like music and doing 
object lessons related to the talk.  I also encouraged one of our leaders, Vaughan, in his 
passion for the ministry and he organized the program for term 2. 
 
 In all we do, God really organizes it all, and all we do is just pretend we know what we are 
doing.  As we know He is the only one that can reveal Himself to someone.  As leaders all we 
can do is hope to be there when He does. 
 
Thanks Sam and Vaughan for the work you have put in this year. And also the substitutes 
who have stepped in when needed. 
 


